- WARNER BROS.’ THRILLING PRODUCTION | 
OF BROADWAY’S MYSTIFYING STAGE HIT! 


ADVERTISING 
with an eye to the 


BOX OFFICE 


In this campaign, we believe we 
have developed a new angle to 
interest movie-goers in a 
mystery picture, apart from the 
usual “who-done-it mystery 
formula ...The copy and art 
do the basic job of getting 
attention. The same treatment is 
even given the small space ads, 
for uniform follow-up, after 
opening ... Moreover, there is 
material aplenty in these ads 
for your lobby, front and your 
exploitation ...a practical 
set-up ...and easily put in work. 


WITHOUT WARNING... 


Death strikes from no- 
where...and everywhere! 


WITHOUT A CLUE..... 


Terrified victims wait for 
the unseen killer to strike! 


WITHOUT A DOUBT... 


It’s a masterpiece by Kar- 
loff, the master of horror! 


@ starring 


BORIS 


KARLOFF 


MARIE WILSON - EDDIE CRAVEN 


Directed by John Farrow «From the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink 
Screen Play by Crane Wilbur « A WARNER BROS. Picture . 


288 lines—Mat 301—45c 


This ad also available in two- 
column size — on Page 8. 


15 more Ads 


appear on pages 6, 7, 8, 9 


/ 


¢ 
from HARIETY 


story...Audiences who like their screen fare with chills 


" “Warners has a lively murder mystery thriller in this 


and fever, plus sufficient comedy, will go for this one.” 


(Lead ) 


BORIS KARLOFF, 
‘THE INVISIBLE 
MENACE’ COMING 


For a long and profitable period 
on New York’s Broadway, a mys- 
tery-melodrama called “Without 
Warning” ran as a stage play. 
Now “The Invisible Menace,” a 
Warner Bros. picture production, 
with Boris Karloff as its star, 
based upon the play is scheduled 
to open next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. The name Karloff mustn’t 
conjure up the idea that this is a 
horror show of the type that Boris 
so frequently makes. It isn’t. He 
wears no outlandish makeup, and 
appears not as a monster of any 
sort, but as a civil engineer of 
middle age. 


The picture is described as far 
superior to the stage-play, suc- 
cessful as the latter was. Besides 
being a mystery, it is also a com- 
edy, with the humorous and ro- 
mantic atmosphere carried by Ed- 
die Craven, who plays the same 
part that he did on Broadway, 
and long-lashed Marie Wilson, 
portrayer of “dumb blondes.” 


The story begins on an eastern 
island used by the army as an 
ordnance arsenal. An officer has 
been slain. Several are suspected, 
including the mild-mannered Kar- 
loff. This is because he has had 
trouble, years previously, in Haiti, 
with the murdered man. 


There are a number of cut-back 
scenes at this point, illustrating 
what happened between the two 
men in Haiti. These scenes include 
a negro revolution and some weird, 
mystic voodoo rites. 


Not until the very end of the 
picture is the real murderer dis- 
covered and dealt with, in a 
smashing and surprising climax. 

“The Invisible Menace” was di- 
rected by John Farrow from a 
screenplay by Crane Wilbur, based 
upon Ralph Spencer Zink’s play. 


Marie Wilson a Native 


Pretty movie comedienne Marie 
Wilson is not only a native daugh- 
ter of California, but she’s also a 
descendant of the founders of her 
birthplace. 


She was born in Anaheim, 
California, which was settled by 
German - American colonization. 
Marie’s parents were with these 
original settlers, and when the 
state “boomed” a good many years 
ago, her father, a big land holder, 
became a real estate man and 
made quite a fortune. Now Marie 
is an important Californian in 
her own right. Her current pic- 
ture is “The Invisible Menace.” 


Mat 102—15c 
UP-AND-COMING comedienne 


Marie Wilson discards her 
“dumb blonde” roles to play a 
wistful bride in “The Invisible 
Menace,” the mystery-melo- 
drama at the Strand Theatre. 


Page Four 
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LOVE IN THE ARMY is filled with thrills and chills for Marie 
Wilson and Regis Toomey, who are featured in “The Invisible 
Menace” coming Friday to the Strand Theatre. 


(Advance) 


‘Dumb Blonde ’ Roles Carry 
Marie Wilson to Stardom 


Garbo isn’t really a hermitess. 
Katharine Hepburn isn’t a private- 
life devil in 
Marie Wilson 
blonde she seems. 


human form, and 


isn’t the “dumb” 


A native Californian, Marie had 
made some progress in straight 
ingenue roles on the stage before 
she tried to crash the studios. A 
small part in “Call Me Neighbor” 
led to excellent feminine leads in 
the Los Angeles productions of 
“The King’s Pleasure” and “Girl 
Friend.” 

But did the scouts see her, or 
seeing, were they impressed? No! 
Did anyone seek her out after her 
flurry of stage success and offer 
her a movie job? A thousand times 
no! 

Instead Marie presently tired of 
waiting and sought out the movie 
moguls. She got the usual stalls, 
the old run-around. Then one day 
she sat waiting for the telephone 
to ring, and having nothing else 
to do, began to think. 

Mae West had an act. Garbo 
had an act. Marlene Dietrich had 
an act. So-o-o—Marie speculated 
—what could she herself do to at- 
tract producer attention? 

It was then that the “dumb 
blonde” inspiration hit her. She 
altered her makeup a bit to suit, 
adopting the odd curly hairdress 
she wears now, and accentuating 
her enormous eyelashes (they’re 
real, not artificial) with a makeup 


Director Turns Writer 


John Farrow, writer and di- 
rector at Warner Bros., who re- 
cently directed Boris Karloff and 
Marie Wilson, Regis Toomey, 
Eddie Craven and a host of other 
prominent players in “The Invis- 
ible Menace,” the melodrama at the 
Strand Theatre, is turning his- 
torian. Author of plays, scenarios 
and several books and _ short 
stories, Farrow reveals now that 
he has been working for three 
years on an economic history of 
the world. The work will not be 
completed for four or five years. 
His recent book, “Damien the 
Leper” was a best-seller. 


which made them look like an ab- 
surd “store” variety. 

Then she visited a studio and 
tried out her act: some Gracie 
Allen-like cracks of which she had 
written and memorized in advance. 
That blonde was a 
golden key! officials 
couldn’t believe their eyes or ears. 


dumbness 
Casting 


They spoke cautiously. Surely this 
daffy dame wasn’t that dumb— 
this must be a gag! 

But Marie put over her act, 
got a screen test, and found her- 
self typed as a dumb comedienne. 

Faithfully, she has carried out 
the “dumb” act into her private 
life, dropping it only when in the 
presence of her small circle of 
close personal friends. Despite it 
she became the most popular ac- 
tress with fellow-workers at War- 
ner Bros., where she is under 
long-term contract. 


She played “Camille” in a Little | 


Theatre not long ago, but on the 
screen she’s still the Marie Wil- 
son everybody knows and laughs 
at. In her latest picture, how- 
ever, “The Invisible Menace,” in 
which she appears with Boris 
Karloff and Eddie Craven and 
which opens next week at the 
Strand Theatre, she’s not so dumb 
as usual. In fact, at times she’s 
quite “smart.” And in getting the 
role she wasn’t dumb either. She’s 
the only woman in this film ex- 
cept for a small part played by 
Phyllis Barry. 


150 Meals at Midnight 


One hundred and fifty meals at 
midnight! Just a movie location 
order for night scenes, filmed on 
the Los Angeles River bottom 
near Burbank, for Warner Bros.’ 
picture “The Invisible Menace,” 
which stars Boris Karloff and 
Marie Wilson. 

Part of the cast worked all day, 
and part all night but the same 
director, John Farrow, worked on 
both “shifts”’—getting a few hours 
of shut-eye between sunrise and 
9 A.M. mornings, and a nap be- 
tween 5 PsM:sand: 7 P/Me ‘The 
result of their labors will be seen 
at the Strand Theatre next week. 


Karloff in His Most Amazing Role! 


(Advance) 


No More ‘Horror’ Make-Up 
For Actor Boris Karloff 


Boris Karloff of the movies 
says he’s glad to get away from 
a steady succession of “Franken- 
stein” pictures. 


“By that I mean those roles 
that depend for part of their ef- 
fectiveness on heavy or compli- 
cated makeup,” Boris explains. 
“The principal objections to this 
sort of role, from the actor’s point 
of view, apply most directly to 
the ‘unhuman’ makeups such as I 
have worn occasionally, and less 
directly to those which become 
purely character makeups. But 
occasionally I like to be pretty 
much the Boris Karloff of real 
life insofar as appearance goes. 


“In early episodes of my cur- 
rent mystery film for Warner 
Bros., “The Invisible Menace,” I 
wear practically no makeup. Later 
in the picture my makeup is 
merely a form of disguise and 
consists chiefly of a grey wig and 
eyebrows, and rather thick-lensed 
glasses. 


“To don or doff these requires 
but a few minutes, whereas I hate 
to think of the time, trouble and 
even physical pain involved in 
taking on and off and even just 
wearing some of my more elab- 
orate makeups. However, that’s 
not the chief reason why it is a 
relief to be out of this sort of 
role for the time being. The 
change is one of acting technique 
as well. 


“It is both harder and easier to 
act in a Frankenstein type. of 
makeup. Harder, in that the actor 


(Advance) 


JOHNNIE FARROW 
TRIPLE-THREAT 
MAN OF MOVIES 


In the movies it’s an advantage 
to be a “Jack of all trades,” ac- 
cording to Director John Farrow. 
And it doesn’t necessarily imply, 
as the old saying would have it, 
that such a person is “master of 
none.” 

Farrow, who within the artistic 
and literary professions is some- 
thing of a Jack-of-all-trades him- 
self, believes mastery of the spe- 
cialty which is one’s particular 
forte is increased by some knowl- 
edge of and practice in its allied 
branches. 

“I’m a better screen play crafts- 
man (scenario writer) now that 
I’m a director,’ Farrow remarks. 
“Contrawise, I’m sure my experi- 
ence in writing for the screen has 
been of advantage to me in un- 
dertaking the tasks of a film di- 
rector.” 

Farrow has just completed his 
fifth directorial vehicle, Warner 
Bros.’ mystery-thriller, “The In- 
visible Menace.” It is a Boris 
Karloff starring picture, with 
Marie Wilson in the chief femi- 
nine role and Eddie Craven, of the 
original stage cast, Regis Toomey 
and others in support. It is com- 
ing to the Strand Theatre. 

An Englishman, and the _ hus- 
band of Maureen O’Sullivan, Far- 
row is a young cosmopolite who is 
widely travelled and highly cul- 
tured. He has written every sort 


.of thing, including stage plays, 


radio and vaudeville sketches, and 
lately the non-fiction best-seller, 
“Damien the Leper.” 

“The ‘Jack-of-all-trades’ stigma 
used to apply to workers in all 
trades, arts and professions, be- 
cause primitive methods demanded 
a great amount of hard effort,” 
Farrow remarks. “No one had 
time to do justice to a vocation 
and still have the engrossing hob- 
bies which are so useful and stim- 
ulating to us today.” 


is confined to pantomimic effects 
and whatever little dialogue he is 
given, and is deprived to a greater 
or lesser degree of subtler expres- 
sions—such as the movie closeup 
affords. Yet it is easier in a way 
because your means of expression 
are simplified. 

“IT am not forgetting that my 
career has become identified with 
the Frankenstein sort of thing, nor 
am I ungrateful for the sort of 
notice it brought me. I also take 
a good deal of pride in makeup— 
in trying to achieve more than the 
next fellow with it, and in wear- 
ing it effectively despite any pain 
or other physical inconvenience. 

“But before ever I donned fan- 
tastic makeup I was making a 
good living as a stage and screen 
actor. If some successful pictures 
of one type hadn’t gained one sort 
of reputation for me, ultimately, 
I think, a successful picture of 
another type would have come 
along to do the same thing. 


“There seems to be two things 
in this business: first, what a 
player makes of his own profes- 
sional career; and second— at 
least as important as the first— 
what successful pictures do for 
him. Or reverse the latter saying 
if you will, and put it: what un- 
successful pictures do against him. 
The knife cuts both ways. 


Karloff will be seen in “The In- 
visible Menace” next Friday at 
the Strand Theatre. The picture 
was directed by John Farrow and 
has Marie Wilson as leading lady. 


Marie Gets Tribute 


“One of the five prettiest women 
in pictures” is the latest tribute 
paid Marie Wilson, Warner Bros. 
comedienne. Hans Mangeldorf, 
visiting New Orleans artist, so 
characterized her, as he saw her 
on the set of “The Invisible Men- 
ace,’ which is now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. 


Won’t Scare Kiddies 


Boris Karloff, bogey-man star, 
was on location for his latest War- 
ner Bros. film, “The Invisible Men- 
ace,” which is now at the Strand 
Theatre, when some children in- 
vited him to play sand-lot ball 
with them. 
when they asked his name he told 
them it was “Smith.” Boris, a 
kind-hearted fellow, has 
that his own name scares ’em! 


He accepted — but 


found 
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BORIS KARLOFF — master of 
“horror” roles, goes “straight” 
for his current starring role in 
“The Invisible Menace,” a thrill- 
ing mystery drama coming to 
the Strand Theatre Friday. 


Re: Boris Karloff 

A cyclone, a heart murmur and 
an accidental meeting with his 
brother 5,000 miles from where 
either of them were supposed to 
be, were the three most obvious 
kinks of fate which brought Boris 
Karloff into the movies. 

Each time one of these factors 
influenced his fate, it was at the 
very moment Boris was quitting 
show business. The cyclone, the 
heart murmur, and the meeting 
with his brother caused him, on 
their separate occasions, to return 
to aeting. And ultimately to come 
to Hollywood, where he recently 
filmed the latest of his many star- 
ring movies, Warner Bros.’ screen 
version of the stage mystery play, 
“The Invisible Menace.” 

The cyclone came exactly a day 
after Karloff was stranded, penni- 
less, in the town of Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Canada. It pre- 
vented him from cabling accep- 
tance of an offer from his family in 
England to come home to a good 
job, on condition he’d promise to 
give up acting and world-wander- 
ing. And from the money he 
earned cleaning up the wreckage 
and debris left by the twister he 
had enough to keep him going un- 
til he got another acting engage- 
ment. 

Between acting jobs, and broke 
again, he applied for enlistment in 
the British Army. The heart mur- 
mur stopped that. 

Greatest of the coincidences was 
his meeting with his brother 
James in a Vancouver hotel. The 
brother was enroute from China 
to England, and he advanced Boris 
some money with which to “carry 
on,” being in sympathy with his 
wildish, adventuring tendencies! 


BANK: 


door — be 


and efficient.” 


2 xpl otitation 


LOCAL TIE-UPS 


“Poverty is 


prepared! 


Advance Newspaper Publicity 


Re: Eddie Craven 


You don’t need a university edu- 
cation to become an actor—but it 
helps. 

That was the conclusion on 
which actors Regis Toomey and 
Eddie Craven shook hands recently 
on a movie set. The former comes 
from the University of Pittsburgh 
and Carnegie Tech drama. classes; 
the latter from the University of 
Pennsylvania, and is a B.S. 

The two young players, both 
from New York stage but with 
eight years between their separate 
migrations, are together in the cast 
of Warner Bros.’ “The Invisible 
Menace,” which stars Boris Karl- 
off and is coming to the Strand 
Theatre. Marie Wilson is the 
feminine principal of the cast. 

“Unless you study drama in 
college you get nothing directly 
contributing to your acting career, 
but what you do get that is of 
the most value is four years or 
more of systematic, supervised in- 
spection of life.’ That’s the way 
Craven, nephew of Frank Craven, 
sums up the education problem. 

A check-up would show, young 
Craven thinks, that college-trained 
folk have far less trouble “crash- 
ing the gates.” Both Craven and 
Toomey stepped literally from 
their schools into stage plays. 

While Toomey came from New 
York and London successes at the 
beginning of the talkie era in 1929, 
Craven is a newcomer, now doing 
his first picture. A member of the 
original New York cast of “With- 
out Warning,” upon which “The 
Invisible Menace” is based, he was 
called to Hollywood to play the 
same role in the film. 


‘The Invisible 


Menace’ which those lacking foresight 
must suffer. Security is man’s quest in 
life—open a savings account today at 
the First National Bank.” 

DRUG STORE: “When ‘The Invisible 
Menace’ of Disease strikes at your 


Consult your 


physician immediately — bring your 
prescriptions to Newman’s — reliable 


SHOCK METER 


Re: Marie Wilson 

Marie Wilson, Warner Bros.’ 
blonde comedienne, lets the studio 
makeup and hairdressing depart- 
ment take care of every detail of 
her get-up, as do most actresses, 
except the curling of her inch- 
long eyelashes. She has curled 
them herself since childhood. They 
are the longest in Hollywood. 
Marie is leading woman, with 
Boris Karloff, in “The Invisible 
Menace,” coming soon to the 
Strand Theatre. 


‘ 2 xpl citations: 


STREET BALLY 


“WANTED” SIGNS can be posted on busy 
street corners showing picture of Boris Kar- 
loff and this copy: “Wanted for Murder— 
‘The Invisible Menace.’ 
captured him—no one can see him. He 
strikes from nowhere—and everywhere! 
Apply Strand Theatre on Saturday.” 


STENCIL FOOTPRINTS on sidewalk lead- 
ing from street corners to your box-office. 
Make ‘em large enough to carry film title. 


INQUIRING REPORTER approaches women 
with this query: “What would you do if you 
were threatened by an ‘Invisible Menace’ 
on your honeymoon?” 


“HIDDEN FACE” 


Fashioned atter the popular Sunday feature 
page ‘hidden face’ puzzle cartoon, this line 
drawing is from a scene in the picture with 
Karloff's face worked in. 


DISPLAY THIS TRADE MARK 


It is an accepted en- 
dorsement of the 
“tops’’ in mystery 
films. Spot it on your 
posters and on front. 


No one has ever 


May be used as 


Strength-testing machine consisting of 


large barometer filled with red liquid 
which rises in tube to levels marked: 
“weakling,” “medium,” “strong,” and 


at uppermost level: “You can stand 
the shock of seeing ‘The Invisible 


Menace.” Stills from picture are 
placed on wall beside barometer and 
patrons are invited to press tube 
which sends up liquid, while looking 
at photos. Instrument may be made 
so that liquid rises to top for all. 
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throwaway herald if not planted in news- 
paper kids section. Kids find Karloff's face 
and then color entire scene for prizes. 


a 


me: 


Publicity and Exploitation Continue on Pages 10, 11 and 12 Pége. Tipe 
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Nothing Could 
Save Him From 
The Killer No 
One Could See! 


‘The INVISIBLE 
MENACE 


with BORIS 


KARLOFF 


Marie Wilson « Eddie Craven 


Directed by Soha actos ¢ Screen Play by Crane Wilbur + From 
the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink - A WARNER BROS. Picture 


196 lines—Mat 208—30c 


A MASTERPIECE OF 
HORROR 

BY THE MASTER OF 
TERROR! 


Karloff’s supreme triumph! 
The screen’s most terrify- 
ing, mystifying melodrama! 


with BORIS 


KARLOFF 


Marie Wilson - Eddie Craven 
Directed by John Farrow - Screen Play by Crane 
Wilbur - From the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink 


110 lines—Mat 212—30c 


Terror for _. 
The Bravest a 
Man.... as 


= when he faces a killer he cannot 
see! Thrills for the world... 
when Karloff is at his greatest! 


WARNER BROS.’ newest spine-chiller 


‘The 
INVISIBLE 
MENACE 


with 


BORIS 


KARLOFF 


MARIE WILSON 
EDDIE CRAVEN 


Directed by John Farrow Screen P' jay by Crane Wilbur 
From the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink 


kes 


55 lines—Mat 106—15c 


DANGER 


... Invisible! 


KARLOFF 


.. Invincible! 


“THE 


INVISIBLE 


MENACE 


with 


BORIS KARLOFF 


MARIE WILSON - EDDIE CRAVEN 
Directed by John Farrow - Screen Play 
by Crane Wilbur - From the Play by Ralph 
Spencer Zink - A WARNER BROS. Picture 


38 lines—Mat 104—1I5c 


| MARIE WILSON ° EDDIE CRAVEN . oe - ae Farrow 


Screen Play by Crane Wilbur + From the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink 


146 lines—Mat 210—30c 


Directed by John Farrow * Screen Play by Crane Wilbur « From the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink 


216 lines—Mat 302—45c 
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The door was guarded... 
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§ The man inside was alone... 


Yet... 


The Killer 
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A new, thrilling role 
by the terror man 


of the screen! 


“THE 


= 


Nothing Could 
Save Him From 


One Could See! 


BER RRR RRR TS PLR KB RR KG ERS HR TS BS LTD 


8. 
3 
x 
& 


INVISIBLE 


MENACE 


with 


‘BORIS KARLOFF 


MARIE WILSON - EDDIE CRAVEN 
Directed by John Farrow + Screen Play 
by Crane Wilbur - From the Play by Ralph 
Spencer Zink - A WARNER BROS. Picture 


68 lines—Mat 108—I5c 


by 
the Play by Ralph 


A Masterpiece of HORROR 
by the Master of TERROR! 


‘The INVISIBLE 
NG Da pe YB) be 


with BORIS 


KARLOFF 


Marie Wilson + Eddie Craven 


‘arrow + Screen Play by Crane Wilbur » From 
Spencer Zink » A WARNER BROS. Picture) 


19 lines—Mat 105—1I5c 


“THE 


INVISIBLE 
MENACE 


with 


BORIS KARLOFF 


MARIE WILSON - EDDIE CRAVEN 


Directed by John Farrow + Screen Play 
hy Crane Wilbur + From the Play by Ralph 
Spencer Zink - A WARNER BROS. Picture 


52 lines—Mat 207—30c 


es 


Directed by John Farrow « Screen Play by Crane Wilbur « From the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink 


162 lines—Mat 21 1—30c 


WITHOUT WARNING... 


Death strikes from no- 
where...and everywhere! 


WITHOUT A CLUE..... 


Terrified victims wait for 
the unseen killer to strike! 


WITHOUT A DOUBT... 


It’s a masterpiece by Kar- 
loff, the master of horror! 


KARLOFF 


MARIE WILSON - EDDIE CRAVEN 
Directed by John Farrow - From the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink 
Screen Play by Crane Wilbur « A WARNER BROS. Picture 


126 lines—Mat 209—30c 
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rm 
V STRIKES 


FROM NOWHERE 
\ .-e AND EVERYWHERE! 
Locks are no protection when this 
phantom killer roams the night! 


AE COITAD 
MENACE 


with 


BORIS KARLOFF 


MARIE WILSON - EDDIE CRAVEN 
Directed by John Farrow + Screen Play 
by Crane Wilbur - From the Play by Ralph 
Spencer Zink - A WARNER BROS¢s Picture 


69 lines—Mat 109—I5c 


MURDER is His Calling Card 
.». TERROR His Name! 


iy ws 8 


MANGE 


MENACE 


with BORIS | 
ARLOFF 
WILSON - EDDIE CRAVEN 


Directed by John Farrow +» Screen Play by Crane Wilbur + Roni 
the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink » A WARNER BROS. Picture 


76 lines—Mat 206—30c 


Warner Bros. 40%, 
Pictures, Inc., present 5%, 
THE INVISIBLE MENACE oo, 
with 
BORIS KARLOFF 85°, 
MARIE WILSON—EDDIE CRAVEN 60% 
Directed by John Farrow 20%, 


Screen Play by Crane Wilbur 15%, 
From the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink 107; 


A Warner Bros. Picture 20%, 


Fg. pe 
Even the bravest man 
must fear danger he can- 
not see! It’s terror-man @ 
Karloff’s greatest role! 


INVISIBLE 
MENACE 


BORIS KARLOFF 


MARIE WILSON - EDDIE CRAVEN 
Directed by John Farrow + Screen Play 
by Crane Wilbur - From the Play by Ralph 
Spencer Zink - A WARNER BROS. Picture 


85 lines—Mat 107—I5c 


DEATH STRIKES FROM NOWHERE... AND EVERYWHERE! 


‘The INVISIBLE 
MENACE 


with BORIS 


KARLOFF 


Marie Wilson « Eddie Craven 


Directed by John Farrow » Screen Play by Crane Wilbur + From 
the Play by Ralph Spencer Zink « A WARNER BROS. Picture 


70 lines—Mat 205—30c 


PLAY VITAPHONE SHORTS 


3706 Henry King and His Orchestra (Melody Masters). 
The danceable, swingable creations of Henry King in a 
topnotch "Master'’. || mins. 


3021 "Wedding Yells" (Broadway Brevities). Ken Murray 
and Oswald, two of radio's premier comedians in two reels 
of mad antics. 21 mins. 


3405 "September in the Rain" (Merrie Melodies). Bring- 


ing to life those grocery container characters in beautiful 
technicolor. 7 mins. 


3606 "Porky at the Crockadero" (Looney Tunes). More 
lampooning of the Hollywood stars with the aid of the 
irrepressible Porky. 7 mins. 


3205 "Two Boobs in a Balloon" (Vitaphone Novelty). 
Charlie McCarthy and Edgar Bergen do a little-precarious 
high-flying. 10 mins. 


——— Sls ssn 
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(Opening Day Story) 


BORIS KARLOFF 
STARS IN DRAMA 
AT STRAND TODAY 


A combination of thrills and 
laughs and romance is the War- 
ner Bros. mystery-melodrama “The 
Invisible Menace,” which opens 
today at the Strand Theatre with 
Boris Karloff as its star. 


But no one need be afraid that 
he’s going to see anything grue- 
some or spine-freezing just be- 
cause the great Karloff’s name is 
mentioned. As a matter of fact, 
there are as many laughs as there 
are nerve-tingles in this movie— 
and Boris doesn’t even wear an 
outlandish makeup. He plays an 
ordinary, middle-aged civil en- 
gineer, and there’s nothing horrify- 
ing about that breed. 


The picture—made from the suc- 
cessful Broadway stage play of 
the same name—deals with a mur- 
der in a government arsenal, and 
cuts away, part of the time, to the 
island of Haiti, with its revolu- 
tions, voodoo jungle rites and the 
like. 

Eddie Craven, imported from 
New York to play the same part 
he did on the stage, and pretty, 
blonde Marie Wilson provide the 
romance and most of the comedy. 

Cy Kendall, Regis Toomey, Ed- 
die Acuff and Frank Faylen have 
important roles. John Farrow di- 
rected the picture. 


(Current ) 


ARSENAL ISLAND 
IS BACKGROUND 
‘OF FILM MYSTERY 


Ralph Spencer Zink’s success- 
ful stage play was scenarized by 
Crane Wilbur as “The Invisible 
Menace” . . the process illus- 
trates the great difference be- 
tween stage and screen . . . what 
on Broadway was a background 
of a few sets on a government 
arsenal island, becomes on_ the 
screen a real island with military 
passenger boats travelling over a 
foggy river . . . backgrounds sug- 
gested by dialogue only in the 
play become construction camps 
and bungalows. 

An ideal vehicle for Boris Kar- 
loff, yet don’t expect it to be an- 
other “Frankenstein” sort of thing 
. .. plot leans heavily on comedy 
. . . principal feminine character, 
Marie Wilson, carries both ro- 
mance and “dumb” fun-making 
. . . Opposite her is Eddie Craven, 
who made the comedy hit in the 
original stage cast. 

Director John Farrow likes this 
sort of picture and put many a 
personal “touch” into it... to 
achieve the scope of backgrounds 
from Haitian jungles to water- 
front to isolated, fog-bound, rig- 
idly guarded arsenal-on-an-island, 
quite a bit of California geography 
was covered ... a river-bottom 
“dressed” by the studio “green 
crew” (greenhouse men) with real 
and artificial tropical flora made 
up the Haitian jungle... a Cata- 
lina Island headland, a Laguna 
shore line served for “long shots.” 


PRODUCTION STAFF 
DO URAGLON ccs John Farrow 
Screen Play by....Crane Wilbur 
Play by......Ralph Spencer Zink 
Photography by 
L. Wm. O’Connell 
Film Editor..Harold MclLernon 
Dialogue Director 
Harry Seymour 


Art Director..Stanley Fleischer 
Sound by........... Leslie G. Hewitt 
GOWNS DY. pecroesecesere Howard Shoup 


Page Ten 


A Masterpiece of Thrilling Mystery 


(Review) 


‘Invisible Menace” Starring 
Boris Karloff in Thrilling 
Action Drama at the Strand 


STORY SYPNOSIS (not for publication) :— 


Powder Island Arsenal is a government reservation. 


Into this place Private Eddie 


Pratt (Eddie Craven) smuggles his bride of four hours, Sally (Marie Wilson), whom 


he has wedded while on a brief leave. 


While trying to find a place to hide her, he runs 


across the body of an officer, Reilly, who has been tortured and murdered. Col. Hackett, 
the commander (Henry Kolker), and Lieut. Matthews (Regis Toomey) begin an inves- 


tigation. 


Realizing the mystery is beyond him, the Colonel sends for his friend Col. 
Rogers (Cy Kendall) of the Military Intelligence. 


Rogers recognizes, in the person of 


a civilian working on the reservation under the name of Jevries (Boris Karloff), a man 


whom he had arrested previously on the island of Haiti under his real name, Dolman, 


for embezzlement. 


Dolman protests that he is innocent of this crime, which circum- 


stantial evidence seems to be pinning on him. He and Rogers alternately describe what 
happened in Haiti (which we see in flashes on the screen) where he was working with 
Reilly and began to hate him for persecutions that culminated in stealing his wife and 


pinning on him the crime for which he was imprisoned. A negro rebellion in Haiti, 
voodooism and witchcraft are cited. Meanwhile Eddie and Sally, through all this action, 
are being constantly interrupted at their honeymooning by being called for testifying, 
but in the end they help to solve the baffling mystery. 


Length—4914 ft. 


A mystery-thriller movie called “The Invisible 
Menace,” with Boris Karloff as its star (though 
minus any horror effects of makeup), had its 
first local showing yesterday at the Strand The- 
atre—and if you like mysteries this will grab 
your interest at the start and hold it until the 
fadeout. 


The finish is a smashing revelation of the 
killer (yes, it’s a murder mystery, to be sure), 
and he turns out to be an individual that not one 
out of a hundred in the audience has even sus- 
pected. That’s the way all movie mysteries 
should turn out. 


The story opens on an island occupied by the 
United States Army as an arsenal. A young 
buck private played by Eddie Craven smuggles 
onto this place his bride of the afternoon—Marie 
Wilson, whom he has married while on a short 
furlough. 


Seeking a place to hide her, he stumbles 
across the body of an ordnance officer, who had 
been tortured and killed. An investigation be- 
gins, and between this and the young bride- 
groom’s desperate efforts to hide his bride, 
there’s a whole lot of tension and suspense, 
liberally mixed with laughs. These are provided 
by Craven, who played the part in the New York 


stage production, “Without Warning,’ on which 


Running Time—59 min. 


the picture is based, and by the long-lashed Miss 
Wilson. 

Karloff is a civilian engineer employed at the 
arsenal. He is suspected of the killing, because 
at one time, on the Island of Haiti, he has had 
difficulties with the slain officer. “Invisible 
Menace,” at this point, presents some fascinat- 
ing shots of Haiti and engrossing scenes of the 
voodoo worship that prevails in its jungles. 
Karloff, as usual, is splendid, especially in this 
sequence. 


Up until the very last moment of the picture 
the real killer is free and generally unsus- 
pected, but sudden and complete justice is done 
in the end. 

Splendid performances by Mr. Karloff, who 
shows that he doesn’t need horror roles and 
complicated make-up to do a fine acting job; by 
the fresh and youthful Mr. Craven, and by the 
sparkling comedienne, Marie Wilson, make the 


‘film an outstanding one in the realm of movie 


mysteries. 


The picture was directed by John Farrow 
from a screenplay by Crane Wilbur, based on 
Ralph Spencer Zink’s successful New York 
stage play. 

Included in the cast are Regis Toomey, Cy 
Kendall, Frank Faylen, and others. 


RISING STAR 


Blonde, lovely and 
streamlined Marie Wil- 
son, a rising star on the 
Hollywood horizon, is 
currently playing the 
feminine lead in “The 
Invisible Menace,’’ 
thrilling mystery melo- 
drama at the Strand 
Theatre. 

Mat 201—30c 


(Current) 


MARIE WILSON 
WROTE SCENARIO 
FOR SCREEN TEST 


So far as movie directors and 
casting officials can recall, Marie 
Wilson is the only movie actress 
who ever wrote the scenario of 
her original screen test. 

The scenario was a success and 

so was Marie’s acting. At any 
rate, it was through the resultant 
strip of celluloid that she ulti- 
mately got her Warner Bros. con- 
tract and is now playing the prin- 
cipal feminine role in the screen 
version of the stage play, “The In- 
visible Menace,’ which is now 
showing at the Strand Theatre. 
- No wonder Marie was able to 
enact the part she did in the 
sketch. She wrote the thing espe- 
cially to show off her histrionic 
talents. And she studied it for 
three months, so it was letter- 
perfect before she faced the screen 
test cameras with it. 

“That was lucky, for it was just 
that much less to worry about,” 
she admits. “I was camera-shy 
and knew nothing about screen 
acting, although I’d already done 
some ‘Little Theatre’ plays. That 
sketch of mine was a life-saver. 
No matter how scared I got, I 
was so familiar with it that I 
didn’t have to worry about deliv- 
ering my lines.” 


(Current) 


JUNGLE SCENES 
IN “INVISIBLE 
MENACE” MOVIE 


Where the Los Angeles River 
enters Warner Bros.’ film plant, 
that semi-dry streamlet “went 
tropical” again recently for about 
the sixteenth time in its film 
career. 


Dammed at one end, and its own 
feeble flow supplemented by a 


much greater one from water 
mains, the river became a_ lazy 
tropical stream. Beside it a 
“steaming jungle’ had been 


planted, part real, part artificial. 
Bamboo bungalows and part of a 
railway construction camp com- 
pleted this set, which was erected 
for one sequence of the Boris 
Karloff mystery-thriller, “The In- 
visible Menace,” the picture that 
is now showing at the Strand 
Theatre. 

Here only Karloff and Cy Ken- 
dall of the film’s main cast worked 
since the tropical part of the pic- 
ture is in the nature of an inserted 
prologue. Most of the action, with 
other players such as Marie Wil- 
son, Eddie Craven and Regis Too- 
mey, takes place on a government 
arsenal on an island off New York. 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 
NEEL eee ett Boris Karloff 
Sally 
Hddie Pratt 
Corporal Sanger 


.Marie Wilson 
Eddie Craven 
Eddie Acuft 
Lieutenant Matthews 

Regis Toomey 
Colonel Hackett..Henry Kolker 
Colonel Rogers........... Cy Kendall 
Dr. Brooks 


Charles Trowbridge 


Private of the Guard 
Frank Faylen 
Private Ferris..William Haade 
Reilly Harland Tucker 
Aline Dolman.......Phyllis Barry 
Private Innes..........John Ridgely 
Sergeant Peterson..Jack Mower 
Private Abbott 
Anderson Lawlor 


Private Murphy....John Harron 


According to rumors from War- 
ner Bros. they’re going to put 
Marie Wilson in “wistful” com- 
edy roles. In her current picture, 
“The Invisible Menace,” with Boris 
Karloff, Regis Toomey and others, 
however, she’s her familiar self— 
a blonde, beautiful and_ beauti- 
fully dumb wise-cracker. “The 
Invisible Menace” is now to be 
seen at the Strand Theatre. 


killers for Press and Program 


Boris Karloff, while playing a 
non-bogey part in Warner Bros.’ 
mystery-thriller, “Invisible Men- 
ace,” read old Continental horror 
tales between scenes. When he’s 
doing a “Frankenstein” type of 
picture he choses books on light 
romance—or flower-culture, for his 
set-side reading. He is now play- 
ing in “The Invisible Menace” at 
the Strand Theatre. 


A picture fan who has never 
seen a picture is James Ebers 
Keene, who writes his favorite 


star, Marie Wilson, that he has # 4 


just recovered eyesight lost in 
childhood. He hopes his first fil 
will be her current mystery, “The 
Invisible Menace.” 


Boris Karloff, currently playing 
in “The Invisible Menace,” got his 
first acting job by telling a whop- 
ping lie. Broke and out of work, 
he heard of a job in a stock com- 
pany for “experienced actor only.” 
Inventing non-existent experience, 
he got the job. 


> xpl citation: 


ARMY MEN. 


Army officers will be inter- 
ested in picture because it 
has for its setting the U. S. 
Army ordnance fort, Powder 
Island Arsenal. Invite them to 
a special screening. 


Mat 204—30c 


DANGER LURKS—and Boris Karloff (center), Regis Toomey, 
Marie Wilson and Eddie Craven are ready for action in this scene 
from “The Invisible Menace”’ at the Strand Theatre. 


is oxpl oitationi 


SCARE SEEKERS 


On Friday or Saturday midnight: ads 
dare patrons to attend the scariest 
opening of the year. Use “mystery” 
angles to get audience quaking in 
their boots — owls and “witches” in 
lobby, eerie sounds, a shriek every 
once in a while. As a prologue, turn 
down the lights and have “ghosts” or 
“skeletons” walk across stage. Man 
yells: “I can't see it, I can’t hear it, but 


it's choking me.” 


Patrons are invited to listen to message 
spoken by “The Invisible Menace” via 
a set of radio earphones in lobby. At- 
tendant delivers this spiel from con- 
cealed spot: “This is ‘The Invisible 
Menace’—beware! No one can cap- 


ture me—no one can fight me—they 
can't even see me! Terrified victims 


just wait for me to strike! I'll be at the 
Strand on Saturday.” 


FOR YOUR LOBBY 


PEEP-HOLE DISPLAY used with this selling 
line: “What Not to Do on Your Wedding 
Night.” Patrons peek and see these stills 
each with caption: WW 12—‘“Don’t take 
your bride to a powder arsenal for her 
honeymoon”; WW 3—"“Don’t go around 
looking for murdered corpses”; WW 27— 
“Don't be a snooper and hide behind 
trunks”; WW 28—“Don’t go running into 
pointed revolvers”; WW 29—"“Go to sleep 
in a bed, not in a laundry sack.” Copy at 
bottom of display: “For further information 
see ‘The Invisible Menace’ at the Strand.” 


STILLS showing characters in picture men- 
aced by the “phantom” make an effective 
display. Order from Campaign Plan Editor: 
specially priced at 90 cents for set of 10, 
individually at 10 cents: WW 8, 13, 21, 38, 
400, 401, 402, 403, 407, 409. 


BIOLOGY LAB. Local school can supply 
small slides treated with a culture of de- 
structive bacteria. Mount under large micro- 
scope in lobby and surround with other bio- 
logical accessories: microscopes, scalpels, 
scissors, test tubes, etc. Selling line: “See 
‘The Invisible Menace’ in action.” 


LARGE BOARD out front one week before 
opening with this copy at bottom: “Can you 
see ‘The Invisible Menace’? Watch this 
board every day.” Each day artist sketches 
a part of Karloff’s face, completing it on the 
opening day of the picture. Also good as 
follow-up in store window during run. 


GIANT REGISTER in lobby which patrons 
are invited to sign, pledging not to tell their 
friends the thrill-packed ending of picture. 
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| Introducing Mr. 


A comedy vehicle carried Eddie 
Craven from Broadway to Holly- 
wood, stage to screen—across 3000 
miles of country. 

Which is one way of crashing 
the gates of Hollywood. A nice 
way if you can take it! 

Craven’s vehicle was the New 
York stage play, “Without Warn- 
ing,’ 
He made such a hit in it that when 


’ 


in which he was comedy lead. 


Warner Bros. filmed the picture 
with John Farrow directing and 
Boris Karloff in the starring role, 
young Craven was brought to do 
his comedy character in the movie 
which is entitled “The Invisible 
Menace.” 

“I’m not getting swell-headed 
over being brought out here to 
do the role,” says young Craven. 
“You see, a movie company doesn’t 
necessarily think you’re a great 
find when they do that. Rather, 
they see in you someone who has 
handled the one part so effectively 
they think it would pay to have 
him do it for them. 

“Of course, several actors came 
out that way, and stayed to be- 
come highly successful. Humphrey 
Bogart did his original part of the 
bandit in ‘Petrified Forest,’ and 
Eduardo Ciannelli his in ‘Winter- 
set.” Really, it’s quite an advan- 
tage to the actor and the studio 
to bring role, character, actor and 
all from the stage to screen in one 
package.” 

Stage acting requires a knack 
of sustaining and building a mood 
by gradual degrees, according to 
the young comedian. And from 
his brief screen experience, he 


He’s coming! 
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: 2 xpl citation 


RADIO PLUG 


(1/, minute) 


ANNOUNCER: (Scream) Look out! 
Karloff in the most 
spine-chilling mystery of the year, 
“The Invisible Menace” at the 
Strand Theatre on Saturday. 
Murder is the calling card of this 
Master of Horror — terror is his 
name. They couldn't capture him, 
they couldn't 
couldn't even see this phantom 
killer! They could only wait and 
pray they wouldn't be the next 
victim. Even the bravest man must 
fear danger he cannot see. We 
challenge anyone to see “The In- 
visible Menace” and not be 
thrilled by its terrifying mystery. 
“The Invisible Menace” is Karloff's 
most amazing role. If you're look- 
ing for the thrill of your life, be 
sure to see it at the Strand The- 
atre on Saturday. 


gathers that film acting requires 
the seemingly opposite faculty of 
picking up a mood unerringly, at 
any stage of its growth or transi- 
tion, and sustaining it at most only 
a few tense moments. 
Nevertheless, there is not such 
a great difference between the re- 
quirements for stage and screen 
acting, Craven insists. And the 
training which a young actor gets 
on the stage is priceless to him 
when he acts for the camera. It 
trains him in the essentials of act- 
ing—diction, poise, and facial in- 
terpretation of the mood. And 
that’s the reason that the young 
player is so grateful for his stage 
training. Instead of feeling like 


Mat 101—15c 


EDDIE CRAVEN — who makes 
his screen debut in “The Invisi- 
ble Menace,” now showing at 
the Strand Theatre. 


fight him, they 


Craven—of Broadway 


a stranger in a strange land, he 
finds himself very much at home 
in Hollywood. 

“The Invisible Menace,” which 
comes to the Strand next week, is 
a mystery play which takes place 
in a government arsenal. Marie 
Wilson, Regis Toomey and others 
appear as principals in the sup- 
porting cast. Craven plays a buck 
private who has smuggled his 
bride of a day onto the island 
hoping to enjoy his wedding night 
despite a cancelled leave—and of 
course is comically disappointed. 


Find Karloff 


Local newspaper prints Boris 
Karloff's name in classified 
ad section. Readers are asked 
to hunt for “‘The Invisible 
Menace.” First fifteen who 
find him get passes. 


opi o 


itatiov mn 


SHADOW BOX 


Make square compoboard box leaving 
front open. Place transparent mirror at 45 
degree angle going from upper back to 
lower front line of box. Hook up electric 
bulbs connected with flasher in each com- 
partment. Place title card on top side of box 
and photo of Boris Karloff against back of 
box. When top light goes on patrons gazing 
into box see the title, and when this light 
goes off and the other on, they see Karloff. 


DOC-NURSE GAG 


Gent dressed as ‘doctor’ and good-looking 
gal as ‘nurse’ examine patrons in your lobby 
to see if they are physically fit to withstand 
the thrills of picture. ‘Doctor’ examines ‘pa- 
tient’ ’s heart with stethoscope, ‘nurse’ flashes 
stills before him while taking his pulse. After 
examination patron is presented with a cer- 
tificate that specifies that he is healthy 
enough to see “The Invisible Menace.” 


HOUSE OF TERROR 


House can be made of cardboard with fig- 
ure of skeletons on outside and copy: Come 
in and see “The Invisible Menace.” Inside 
is pitch dark with ghosts, skeletons, and 
other scarey things flashing on and off. 
Mount stills from picture on wall with dim 
green light spotted on them. Gal inside 
shrieks every few minutes to ‘rouse interest. 


SPOT IN MAGS 


Have local magazine distributors insert 
herald with this copy in mystery and ‘spook’ 
magazines: “Who is ‘The Invisible Menace’? 
See him at the Strand.” If you can get a sup- 
ply of back issues, tag ‘em with stickers 
plugging your show and distribute in lobby. 


NON-RENTAL ITEMS 


WITHOUT WARNING... 


Death Strikes from Nowhere... and Everywhere! & Al 9 A | 
WITHOUTACLUE... | ; 

Terrified victims wait for the unseen killer a strike agai IK S R L D 
WITHOUT A DOUBT... a A 

It’s Karloff’s most amazing role! _ : oe 

Warner Bros.’ most thrilling 


ENTIRE REVERSE 


| ey | 7 | SIDE BLANK 
DANGER!.. era oi te ie ee FOR IMPRINT 
INVISIBLE! Ve -_ =». . 
PRICES: 
$1.75 per M 
5M AND OVER 


$2.99 ber M 


LESS THAN 5M 


11 x 14” COLOR-GLOS 
AUTOGRAPHED STAR PORTRAITS 


PRICES: 
ROS e eae eae oa ete me Sh ae tae Seana .35¢ each 
WOO 2a oe a, OS eee 30c each 
25 GN OVer. Oia. eee es ere ...20¢ each 


OTHER WARNER STARS AVAILABLE IN 11x14" COLOR-GLOS STAR PORTRAITS ARE: 


EDWARD G. ROBINSON KAY FRANCIS PAT O'BRIEN BILLY & BOBBY MAUCH 
BETTE DAVIS ERROL FLYNN OLIVIA de HAVILLAND DICK FORAN 
LESLIE HOWARD BEVERLY ROBERTS GEORGE BRENT IAN HUNTER 
PAUL MUNI HUMPHREY BOGART MARGARET LINDSAY MARION DAVIES 
DICK POWELL CLAUDE RAINS FRANK McHUGH BARTON MacLANE 
FERNAND GRAVET JUNE TRAVIS GLENDA FARRELL WAYNE MORRIS 

BORIS KARLOFF JOAN BLONDELL HUGH HERBERT ANITA LOUISE KENNY BAKER 


MIDGET WINDOW CARD tc 1a Fae ee dy (Re ame ae val Bee AAs 6c each 
PRC Be ie acon aioe BO ak 4c each HOOWand- oversee fesse 5’2¢ each 


LOSE YY: DES FEATS 


Take advantage of our wide range of display accessories. 


Drop us a postcard today. Let us tell you how your theatre 


MARIE WILSON EDDIE CRAVEN can have these displays at a reasonable weekly rental fee. 
24" x 60" 
(also available in size 24" x 82") Write to: 
AMERICAN DISPLAY COMPANY, Inc. 525 West 43rd Street, New York City 
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RENT THESE ACCESSORIES 


MODERN ART DISPLAY FRAMES 


40x60 FRAME The 40x60 frame illustrated 27x41 FRAME 


at the left is made of 3” dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is 3 ply 14” veneer. The 
easel is made of 2” pine wood. 


The 27x41 frame illustrated 
at the right is made of 2’ dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is a sturdy stretcher 
which fits snugly into the 
main frame. The easel is made 


$1 (00 each of 2” pine wood. $500 each 


See samples at your Vitagraph Exchange. Order directly from your Vitagraph Ad Salesman. 
SPECIA We’re knocking 56% off the above prices with a special offer, 
enabling you to buy these attractive frames at less than cost. 


Ask for complete details at your Vitagraph Exchange. 


SPECIAL 
QUANTITY 
PRICES 


(For Posting or Sniping) 


ONE-SHEETS 


DONTE OF SRS ee hes Ps lle each 
1OOe& Covers: oor 9c each 


BO Foie). core rir certs 32¢ each 
TOO: & over.) 7. 3s: 28c each 


Dar EO AG ea es erase ches 80c each 
BO Fa Pie ues roe ee 


eee ve enw eee 


THREE-SHEET....... .Rental 24c each 


COLORED COLORED 
22 11 
x xX 
28's 14's 
Rental: 


SET OF 8 : aie ERR, BRIS  RILTYRE 


2Q0c EACH 
pea a een 


Rental: 3 5c 


INSERT CARD 
Rental .....12¢ each 


PRINTED IN U. S. A. 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


